
What is the Silent Witness Project?
The Silent Witness Project is a travelling exhibit of 
life-size red wooden silhouettes. Each represents a 
woman who was killed by a current or former husband, 
partner or acquaintance. Because these women no 
longer have a voice, the silhouettes are called the 
Silent Witnesses. Each figure bears the name of a 
woman who once lived and worked among us.

Goals of the Silent Witness Project

To remember...
  by honouring women who were murdered by a 

spouse, partner or acquaintance.

To create awareness...
  by sharing information in communities around 

the province about the nature and extent of family 
violence.

To promote action...
  by profiling local resources that support women 

coping with violence in their lives and encouraging 
community and government action to end all forms 
of violence in our society.

How did the Silent Witness Project begin?
It began in the U.S.A. in 1990 when women’s groups 
and artists in Minnesota decided to commemorate 
and honour women murdered as a result of domes-
tic violence. Currently,  
50 states and several countries participate in the 
project.

When did the Silent Witness Project come to 
New Brunswick?

In 2001, several 
agencies came 
together to create a New 
Brunswick Silent Witness 
Project. It was officially 
launched on the steps 
of the NB Legislature in 
November 2002, making 
it the first in Canada.

Through research and information sharing, the 
Committee continues to work in collaboration 
with families and community partners across 
New Brunswick to identify women who have died 
tragically as the result of domestic violence since 
1990 and to build silhouettes.

What is happening to create awareness and 
action across Canada?
New Brunswick is taking a leadership role to promote 
family violence awareness 
and action by:

   researching domestic 
homicides in New 
Brunswick, examining risk 
patterns and calling for 
solutions;

  working with communities 
across NB to host the silhouettes and discuss ways 
of preventing future deaths;

  sharing our experiences and offering a “Guide” on 
how to start a Silent Witness Project in Canada;

  encouraging other provinces /territories to 
establish projects (Several now have Silent Witness 
Projects.);

  offering an inspirational Silent 
Witness song, “I’ll Stand in the 
Rain” which anyone can preview 
on-line in English, French or 
Spanish;

  creating a bilingual website  
www.silentwitness.ca;

  acting as the inspiration for 
the Atlantic Ballet Theatre of 
Canada to create a compelling 
multi-media ballet called the 
“Ghosts of Violence”, which 
brings a new dimension and 
depth of sensitivity about 
the impact of domestic 
violence.
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What have the NB Silent Witnesses taught us?
By listening to the collective voices of nearly 50 New 
Brunswick women who lost their lives at the hands of 
an intimate partner since 1990, we discovered many 
significant and common risk factors. Understanding the 
scope and nature of these risks helps us in our efforts 
to advocate, at the national and regional levels, for 
appropriate awareness initiatives, programs, services 
and legislation to prevent future domestic homicides. 
The NB Silent Witnesses have taught us that:

  Leaving abuse can be a dangerous 
time – about one-third of NB women 
were killed after separation.

  But staying is the norm. About 
two-thirds of NB women were killed 
by partners while living together. 
Safety planning must address both 
situations.

   Firearms in the home can be deadly. Over half the 
women were killed by hunting rifles/shotguns.

   Many of the perpetrators had excuses… they blamed 
the women for provoking them, making them 
jealous, the stress of an illness, arguing, not obeying 
or fighting back.

  Nearly three-quarters of perpetrators were drinking 
heavily at the time – many had serious addictions. 
This often resulted in manslaughter convictions. 
This speaks to the need to develop societal 
responses to abusive behavior that do not minimize 
or make excuses.

   Most victims had lived with family violence for years. 
Several had left and returned various times.

   Many of the perpetrators had mental health 
problems including depression.

   The majority, about 68%, were in common-law or 
boyfriend type relationships.

   Anyone can be a victim – victims came from 
diverse backgrounds, cultures, occupations and 
educational levels. 70% lived in small towns or rural 
communities.

New Brunswick has the highest rate 
of domestic murder-suicide of all 
Canadian provinces. Between 2010 
and 2015, 13 of the 17 New Brunswick 
women killed in domestic homicides, 
died in murder-suicides. Suicide 
threats must be taken seriously.



The Facts About...

Domestic Homicide in Canada
According to Family Violence in Canada: A Statistical 

Profile, 2011 and Homicide in Canada, 2013
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To learn more about the  
Silent Witness Project, email us at:  
info@silentwitness.ca

www.silentwitness.ca

The New Brunswick Silent Witness Project 
Committee
This project is organized by a committee that 
includes representation from:

   Beausejour Family Crisis Resource Centre

   Charlotte County Abuse Prevention Network

   Muriel McQueen Fergusson Centre for Family 
Violence Research

   Fergusson Foundation

   Fredericton Police Force

   Public Legal Education and Information Service of 
New Brunswick

   New Brunswick Union

   RCMP “J’ Division

   Social Development

   Women’s Equality Branch, Executive Council Office

www.silentwitness.ca
• New Brunswick Union 

• Government of New Brunswick

 On a mission to  
bring hope, healing, 

and an end to 
domestic violence.

Although there has been a decline in 
intimate partner homicides over the past 30 
years, they still account for 18% of all solved 
homicides in Canada.

Almost 5 times as many women were killed 
by a current or former partner than men.

Women were twice as likely to be killed after 
separation compared to male victims.

The most common form of murder-suicide in 
Canada involves a male killing his spouse.

Current and former common-law partners 
accounted for close to half the intimate 
partner homicides.


